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Mission Statement: 

Saint Joseph Catholic 

School is a parish ministry 

that teaches the faith, tra-

ditions and culture of the 

Catholic Church as the 

cornerstone of a solid aca-

demic foundation and vir-

tuous character formation. 
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RC CHALLENGE 

The Roman Catholic Challenge was held February 2 and 3rd this month.  St. Joseph school had 

one team of five students compete in the competition.  Participants included Lansdon Taylor, 

Kristi Lange, Alexis Brambilla, Flor Ramos, and Henry Sanders.  St. Joseph went undefeated until 

the morning of the 3rd, when we had our first competition against team Quatro Por Fides (Four 

for Faith). St. Joseph went on to win three more rounds until finally being defeated in the     

championship round by none other than Quatro Por Fides.  We are very proud of our first show-

ing in this competition, and plan on bringing more teams next year! 
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Annual Appeal 

On January 28th, St. Joseph Catholic School kicked off their annual appeal drive.  We are asking 

each parent, staff, and parishioner to contribute to our  annual appeal.   

The annual fund benefits each and  every St. Joseph student.  The appeal provides long term eco-

nomic viability to help carry on the school mission.  The funds raised are used for budget support 

in the areas with the most need and greatest priority, including curricular needs and tuition      

assistance. 

A gift of financial support allows St. Joseph Catholic School to remain a strong, viable institution 

offering the youth of today and tomorrow a vigorous academic education. 

Our goal this year is to raise $20,000.  Please help in any-

way that you can in assisting us achieve this goal. 
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Catholic Schools’ Week 

We just finished up a fantastic Catholic Schools’ Week!  From the 

craziness of dress-up days to the heart-filled treasures from an all-

Salem Catholic Elementary Schools Mass, we celebrated our faith 

and our love for St. Joseph School thoroughly.  We spent Monday 

getting to say “thank you” to all the people who mean so much to 

us.  We made posters for our support staff, cards for the home-

bound, and a great project for our classroom teacher (with the help 

of Teacher Switch Day).  Tuesday, we celebrated literacy as we met 

with our Family Groups for a Read-a-Thon.  Wednesday was Best 

Dressed Day, and we took class pictures for the yearbook.  We all 

got to watch some amazing students at the Geography 

Bee.  Thursday the entire school met at Queen of Peace with St. Vin-

cent’s, so that we could all attend Mass together.  Lunch was provided to all of us through the 

Salem Catholic School’s Foundation!  And Friday, our teachers got to attend a workshop at the 

Archdiocese of Portland on social justice.  It was a great week 

to be a Catholic!   
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4th Grade—Geography 

4th grade is sharpening their vocabulary with 

a Northwest Native American unit.  We are 

learning what an archipelago is and where we 

find that in our area.  What is a peninsula or a 

midden?  As we investigate these words we 

are learning about our wonderful Native 

American history here in the great North-

west.  Join us in our adventure.  Do you know 

what a fiord is? 

 

8th Grade—Chemistry 

Keep your 

eye on the 

Science Lab 

in the next 

few 

months.  The 

students will 

be starting 

their Chem-

istry units 

soon, and 

expectations 

are high!  We will start with learning the 

parts of an atom, as well as understand-

ing the Periodic Table.  From there, we 

will be looking at chemical equations 

and chemical reactions.  High level    

topics make for some interesting learn-

ing!  So grab your lab coat and get ready 

for some spectacular science! 
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Talent Show 

Wow!  What an amazingly talented group of students we are blessed with at St. 

Joseph School!  This year’s talent show was a tremendous event.  Families and 

friends joined us for this year’s show and were entertained with plays, jokes, 

songs, dances, piano recitals and a magnificent magic show!  These are truly   

talented and gifted entertainers.   We are already looking forward to next year’s 

show! 
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A Message From Our  

Student Council 

St. Joseph School is collecting donations to help people in Puerto Rico that were affected by the 

Hurricane Maria. 

 
Some items that you can bring in are: 
 

 Water purification tablets (you can find these on Amazon) 
 

 Trash bags 
 

 Hand Sanitizer 
 

 Diaper wipes 
 

 First Aid Kits 
 
 
As a school we are trying to collect 30 or more of each of the above items (150 items total). If 
our goal is reached, the whole school will receive a day of free dress. Our class goal is 100% 
participation (each student bringing in one item). The last day that you can bring in items is 
February 28. If the school reaches their goal, the day of free dress will be March 1st.  Please 
help us help Puerto Rico! 
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SLE of the Week: 

Next week’s SLE of the Week is:  Develops es-

sential skills in study habits, organization, and 

attentiveness.  This is a GREAT SLE for stu-

dents! 

 Building study habits means taking respon-

sibility to get your homework done without 

reminders. 

 It can also mean making sure to stay fo-

cused and reduce distractions, so you can 

do a good job. 

 Developing organization means making 

sure you know where all your things are, 

including homework and books. 

 It can also mean making sure your planner 

is updated, and you check off your own as-

signments as you finish them. 

 Increasing your attentiveness means trying 

hard to not be distracted.  This could mean 

finding some way to remind yourself to 

stay on task. 

Developing these skills takes a lot of practice!  

Thinking about them often can help us be the 

best students that we can be! 

Weekly Prayer Corner 

As your children grow, to help 

strengthen our Catholic faith and the 

values of our traditions, we would like 

to offer a weekly family activity to 

build in your understanding and prac-

tices together.  This week’s activity: 

Research Saint Philomena, and learn 

about the miracles God performed 

through her. 

 


