ST. JOSEPH SCHOOL
NEWS
October 6, 2017

Page 1 of 5

In This Issue:

Mission Statement:

 STEM fun

Saint Joseph Catholic
School is a parish ministry
that teaches the faith, traditions and culture of the
Catholic Church as the
cornerstone of a solid academic foundation and virtuous character formation.

 SAC
 Confirmation
 OMSI Trip
 Blessing of the Pets
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STEM—Onion Skin Slides
The fourth graders continued their
study of plant cells with a STEM lab on
microscopes. Mrs. Dewar taught students all the parts of a microscope, and
how they all work together. Students
used their new knowledge to view prepared slides, as they practiced focusing
with the different optics. They then
were given two blank slides and asked
to make a slide of their own of an onion
skin. No tears were shed as students
used droppers and slide covers to correctly make a slide, use the different optics to find the best view, and draw and
verbally describe their observations of
the characteristics and properties of this
living thing.

SAC Meeting
(School Advisory Committee)
Our first School Advisory Council
meeting is scheduled for Tuesday,
October 10th at 5:30 pm at the
school. Anyone who is interested in
becoming a member is welcome to
join us and see what we’re all
about. We have 1 to 3 year terms,
and are looking for people who can
help with our long-term strategic
plans. We are particularly interested in those who can contribute ideas
towards our goals in enrollment and
recruitment, finance, Catholic identity, and marketing. Come by and
help us discover the future of St. Joseph Catholic School.
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Confirmation
Last week two of St. Joseph’s current students
received the Sacrament of
Confirmation in the Extraordinary Form. Henry
Benedict Sanders and
Lansdon John Paul II
Taylor were joined by
eight other confirmands. Students from as far away as Grants Pass came to celebrate this formal Latin ceremony, led by Archbishop Sample along with Monsignor Hunegar, Monsignor O’Connor and Father Arcidiacano. The evening was
a moving, reverent occasion that was a testament to the ancient traditions of our
faith. We are very proud of these young men.
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OMSI Trip
Last week, Mrs. Appleton and Mrs. Day along
with 8 chaperones took the middle school
students to OMSI to see the Pompeii
Exhibit. Through videos and exhibits,
students were able to learn about what
happened to the town of Pompeii before and
after the volcano exploded and covered the
town. While walking through the exhibit the
students were able to see items that were
uncovered and saved from Pompeii. They
saw cooking vessels, furniture, jewelry, coins,
scales, art, and many more items that were
amazingly well preserved. Before going
through the final part of the exhibit the
students watched a video of the last day of
Pompeii. Students were able to use their
different senses while watching the video by
feeling the vibrations on the floor, smelling
the smoke (fog) that appeared, hearing the
noise of buildings coming down and seeing
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the flashing lights. This experience allowed
them to really feel what it would have been
like during that day, and when the video
showed how everything came down and
was covered up, there were even a few
screams. After the video, the students
moved into the next room where there were
a few molds of the bodies of the people and
actual artifacts from Pompeii. It was a
shockingly realistic look into the past that
took them well beyond textbooks. All in all
the students had a wonderful day not only
in that exhibit but in all of the parts of
OMSI.
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Blessing of the Pets
St. Joseph seminarian John Helsa and sacristan
Jason Markowski hosted a Blessing of the Pets
ceremony at the school on October 4th in honor of
the feast day of St. Francis of Assisi. Parents
brought live pets, and students brought pictures of
pets as well as stuffed animals. We prayed
together as a school, and then received the blessing
as the group traveled around the circle of
students. This is a traditional favorite feast day at St. Joseph. Thank you to all of
the parents who made today happen!

