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Mission Statement:
Saint Joseph Catholic
School is a parish ministry
that teaches the faith, traditions and culture of the
Catholic Church as the
cornerstone of a solid academic foundation and virtuous character formation.

November 30, 2017

Page 2 of 4

STEM Challenge
The 8th grade students participated in a STEM challenge during their Science Class and Grandparent’s
Day. A group of students was given 25 small
marshmallows and 25 toothpicks to build any structure they wanted as long as they used all of the materials. Students built bridges, jet planes, tall structures and flat structures. They put different objects
on the structures to see if they would hold the
weight. SLE: Knowledge: Understands fundamental mathematical and scientific processes and develops problem-solving and critical thinking abilities.

Energy Project
In fifth grade science, students are learning about energy. Their job is to make
observations and come up with scientific
explanations relating the speed of an object to its energy. Predictions and hypothesis testing are important for this
kind of work. Balls of different sizes
were thrown, rolled and dropped to
study the relationship between their
mass, size and acceleration. Was energy
conserved? Was it transferred? Lots of
great science questions!
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Tuna and Mac & Cheese Drive
St. Vincent de Paul has contacted us in regards to needing assistance with collecting cans of tuna
and macaroni and cheese boxes. Students that
bring in either one can of tuna or two boxes of mac
and cheese will be allowed on Friday, December
15th to wear a Christmas sweater. If your student
just isn’t into Christmas sweaters, that is ok too.
They can choose to wear red or green. Please help
us support this charitable organization by helping
those in most need in our community.

Warm Clothing Drive
The Christmas tree is up, and it’s ready for the Clothing
Drive! Once again this year, we are collecting new items for
the needy, including socks, scarves, mittens/gloves, hats and
other inexpensive items will be donated to St. Vincent de
Paul to be distributed to those in need. Thank you to all of
the families that continue to make this drive a success. Being
an important part of positive change in our community is
important to us!
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SchoolSpeak—Get On and Get
Connected!
An email was sent to all of the addresses that
were on the registration forms, inviting all
parents to set up an account with
SchoolSpeak, our online grading portal. Now
that we have experienced it for a few months
(though we are still learning), we are very
excited to share this with you. Please click on
the link that you were given to set up your
username and your password. This link
connects you specifically to the accounts of
each of your children, so that you can see
everything that you need to with one login.
And let us know if you have any questions.

Weekly Family Prayer Corner
As your children grow, to help strengthen our
Catholic faith and the values of our traditions,
we would like to offer a weekly family activity
to build in your understanding and practices
together. This week’s activity: Every morning
before school, pray the Prayer to My Guardian
Angel.
Angel of God, my guardian dear, to whom
God’s love commits me here, every this day be
at my side, to light and guard, to rule and
guide. Amen.

SLE of the Week:
Understand Fundamental Mathematical
And Scientific Processes
What does this look like?


You can look at a math problem, and
know either how to solve it, or how to
ask a question about it.



You can be given a task in science and
measure results accurately.



You can see the relationship between
what you change and what happens differently.



You can tend to the DETAILS and know
why they are important.

