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Mission Statement:
Saint Joseph Catholic
School is a parish ministry
that teaches the faith, traditions and culture of the
Catholic Church as the
cornerstone of a solid academic foundation and virtuous character formation.
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Pre-K—Around the World

Kindergarteners and Creation
All things bright and beautiful,
All creatures great and small.
All things wise and wonderful,
The Lord God made them all.

The Pre-K class visited Japan this week in their
Around the World theme. Making a cherry
blossom wall mural together helped them
with many skills necessary for kindergarten
readiness. The large motor movements of
reaching to paint and glue flowers strengthens
muscles and body awareness. In kindergarten
these same muscles will be needed to sit, stand
and move as the teacher directs. Small motor
skills built by pinching paper to glue on the
wall help to get them ready to properly hold a
pencil for writing. And of course working together on a shared project builds confidence
and cooperation!

During Religion time, Kindergarten students learned that God made all of creation. We share the world with other creatures and are meant to take care of them.
All creatures of the world praise God. We
thank God for all that He has created with
prayers. Animals thank God with sounds
(Birds thank God by tweeting, Cows thank
God by mooing . . .). Kindergarten students
made paper plate animals and thanked
God with animal sounds. We ended up
with a sea of green turtles, elephants and a
panda!
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Columbus Day Unit—2nd Grade
Students discuss perspective and learn the mechanics of a paragraph as they learn about
Christopher Columbus. They learned why Columbus wanted to travel, why Queen Isabella gave him the means to travel, how the Taino were affected, and how Christianity came
to the Americas. These objectives were met by using a mini-biography book, short video,
the story Encounter by Jane Yolen, writer’s workshop, and a presentation by Father John.
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STEM Project—5th Grade
In Mr. Seim’s fifth grade science class,
students created their own replications
of a plant, being sure to show how it
reproduces. Students produced a
variety of structures showing the
differences between the spores of
mosses and ferns, the cones of
conifers, and the seeds and flowers of
angiosperms. With this assignment, it
quickly became obvious that members
of the Plant Kingdom can be different,
and yet share similar characteristics
and processes.

Family Prayer Corner
As your children grow, to
help strengthen our Catholic faith and the values of
our traditions, we would
like to offer a weekly family
activity to build in your understanding and practices
together. This week’s activity: To help your child
learn that many acts of
kindness are known and
rewarded only by God, encourage him or her to save
up spare change for a collection for the poor at
church, leave cookies or
flowers anonymously on
the doorstep of a friend, do
a sibling’s chores without
telling anyone, or pick a
person in need to pray for
every night.

