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Dear Parents,
As we approach the end of January, we are reminded of all that
we are thankful for. I am particularly thankful for getting to be a
part of such a wonderful school. St. Joseph Catholic School is a
fantastic place to be. Its faith-filled classrooms and family atmosphere are an amazing place for children to spend their
days. I am truly blessed to be a part of everything here, and we
are quickly approaching the days that remind us of this.
In this newsletter, please read over all that we will be doing over
Catholic Schools’ Week. Each day, there is something special
that we get to do as a school to celebrate being a part of such a
great world. My children grew up in Catholic school, and always
looked forward to this week. Even talking with my 24-year-old
over Christmas break, it was great to hear how excited she was
for us that this week is coming up. With a sparkle in her eyes,
she remembered the fun times and the special projects that connected us with our faith and our community. It’s this sparkle
(even after ten years!) that emphasizes how important it is to
celebrate what we have. We work so hard all year long, and it’s
nice to take a moment to be proud to be in a Catholic school!
Many Blessings,
Deb Dewar, Principal
St. Joseph Catholic School
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Catholic Schools Weeks
Please join us in celebrating Catholic
Schools’ Week this year. We look forward
to a week full of the promise of our Catholic
future as we enjoy the richness that St. Joseph School has to offer.

Sunday, January 28th



School Mass at 8:30 in uniform shirts
Pancake Breakfast in parish center (4th grade fundraiser
$5.00 per person)

Monday, January 29th





Crazy hair day
Posters for support staff
Teacher switch day
Thank you cards to parents

Tuesday, January 30th
 Comfy-cozy day
 Healthy breakfast snacks in class
 Read-a-thon with family groups at 10:30
 Cards to home-bound
 State of the School Address—Spaghetti dinner—5:30 in the
cafeteria
Wednesday, January 31st
 Best dressed day
 Cards inviting new families
 Geography bee—2:15
Thursday, February 1st.
 Crazy sock day (with uniforms)
 Mass and lunch at Queen of Peace (pizza provided)
 Talent show—2:15 in the gym
Friday, February 2nd
 No school
 Faith formation day for staff
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Catholic Schools Week

Monday: Students will spend some
time recognizing all that we have, and
have an opportunity to say thank you to
our support staff, our classroom teachers,
and our parents
Tuesday: Students will get to celebrate literacy together as they dress in sweats and sweatshirts, have morning
snacks together, and have a read-a-thon with their Family
Groups partners. We will also write cards to the homebound. If you would like to contribute to the morning
snacks, please coordinate with your classroom teacher.
Please also join us this evening at 5:30 p.m. in the cafeteria for a spaghetti dinner as way for our staff to say
“Thank you” to you for sharing your wonderful
children with us. There will also be a brief State of the
School Address.
Wednesday: Students will dress in their very best to
come together for morning prayer. We will write cards to
new families, welcoming them to our school. Our
Geography Bee will be held at the end of the day in the
gymnasium.
Thursday: The entire school will travel to Queen of
Peace where we will celebrate Catholic Schools’ Week together with the other Salem Catholic elementary schools.
We will have Mass at 10:30, and then will all enjoy a pizza
lunch provided by the Salem Catholic Schools Foundation.
If you would like to be a driver for your student’s class,
please contact your classroom teacher. Called to Protect
and insurance must be current.
Friday: NO SCHOOL
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Knights of Columbus—Poster Contest

Once again, the Knights of Columbus held their annual
“Keep Christ in Christmas” poster contest, and St. Joseph
recognized three winners: Courtney McClendon (7th
grade), Stuart McLaughlin (third grade), and Zoey
McClendon, (Second Grade). The Knights also made a
sizable donation to the St. Joseph Tuition Assistance program. They do so much to support our school from behind the scenes. Thank you for everything!

Martin Luther King Jr. Day
This week, we celebrated Martin Luther King Jr.
Day. Each of our classrooms had a discussion
at their level about what
it means to be free and
equal, and the struggles that have happened to fight for
these rights. We remember those who sacrificed so that
we may live in a world free from prejudices and persecutions.
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Family Prayer Corner
As your children grow, to help strengthen our Catholic faith and
the values of our traditions, we would like to offer a weekly family activity to build in your understanding and practices together. This week’s activity: Help your children memorize Mark 1:17. Write out the
verse, and post it where s/he will see it
every day.

SLE of the Week
Next week’s SLE of the week is to be Respectful and Well
-Mannered to All People. How can we do this?






Be kind to our classmates.
Be thoughtful in class to those around us who are trying to learn (be quiet, be still, be hard-working).
Be polite to everyone we meet.
Be considerate to our teachers, and work hard for
them.
Be helpful to our parents throughout the day

Let’s help St. Joseph students be the BEST people they
can be!

