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Mission Statement: 

Saint Joseph Catholic 

School is a parish ministry 

that teaches the faith, tra-

ditions and culture of the 

Catholic Church as the 

cornerstone of a solid aca-

demic foundation and vir-

tuous character formation. 
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Reading Buddies 

This week, the Second grade classroom brought 

books with them when they visited the Kindergarten 

class. Each Kindergarten student paired up with a 

Second grader for some quality buddy read-

ing.  Readers focused on actively engaging their kin-

dergarten audience in this group reading activity as 

they worked on their oral reading skills and 

voice.  Some day when the Kindergarten students 

have advanced to a higher grade, they can do the 

same with a younger class, too. Loads of enthusi-

asm, tons of pride and great fun! 

 

Ms. Carolyn Thatcher 

This is our final week of having Mrs. 

Thatcher with us full time.  She joined 

our staff during the second week of Sep-

tember to help cover the second grade 

while Mrs. Borrego’s National Guard unit 

was activated to help fight the summer 

fires.  She then stepped right into the first 

grade for Mrs. Griffin’s maternity 

leave.  She’s become a beloved member 

of our staff, and we will miss seeing her 

every day.  We hope that she returns of-

ten as a substitute.  Make sure to give her 

a hug when you see her! 
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Zoo Snooze—5th Grade 
 

The 5th grade Zoo Snooze overnight field trip was a huge suc-
cess! Students were able to tour the zoo (with zoo lights still 
going) after hours, with tour guides taking them behind the 
scenes of the zoo. We were able to visit the reptile house and 
‘pet’ a bearded lizard, a 33 year old tortoise and a boa con-
strictor…to those that dared! 
We visited the animal kitchen and were able to see how the 
zoo takes special care and individualized attention to the nu-
trient needs of each animal. The kids enjoyed playing trainer 
games. 
In the morning the class was allowed to visit the Orangutan 

Center and watch them play with their enrichment toys and 

objects. The class learned about the positive contributions 

that zoos bring to our world through education, conservation 

and habitat restoration programs. 
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Blessing of the Doors 

A lovely tradition takes place each year at St. Joseph Catholic 

School, the blessing of our classroom doors performed on the tra-

ditional Feast of the Epiphany.  On January 5th, our students, staff 

and faculty watched as Monsignor Huneger blessed our class-

room doors.   

The letters marked above each door have two meanings. First, 

they represent the initials of the Magi — Caspar, Malchior, and 

Balthazar — who came to visit Jesus in His first home. They also 

abbreviate the Latin phrase, Christus mansionem benedicat: “May 

Christ bless the house.” The “+” signs represent the cross, and 

the “20” at the beginning and the “18” at the end mark the year. 

Taken together, this inscription is performed as a request for Christ to bless those homes so 

marked and that He stay with those who dwell therein throughout the entire year. 
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Talent Show 

Signs ups start this Friday, Janu-

ary 12th to be able to try out for 

this year’s Talent Show.  Mr. 

Amsberry and Mr. Librande will 

hold tryouts after school on 

Wednesday and Thursday, Janu-

ary 17th and 18th.  Students can 

start claiming their try-outs on 

Friday.  We will be holding the 

Talent Show on the gymnasium 

stage on Thursday, February 1st 

during Catholic Schools’ Week 

at the end of the day.  We will let 

you know the start time when 

we know how many acts we 

have.  So get out there and start 

practicing!  The Show Must Go 

On! 

Flu Season 

Parents, please be aware that 

we are in the beginning stages 

of a very harsh flu season.  We 

have a large number of stu-

dents with a lot of symptoms.  

We are encouraging parents 

to keep students home who 

are not feeling well.  It’s so 

easy to spread germs in a 

classroom.  Remind your stu-

dents about good health pro-

tocols, including coughing in-

to their arm, washing hands 

frequently, and trying not to 

touch your face.  Please help 

us get this flu season under 

control. 
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State of the School Address 

Tuesday, January 30th, is Parent Appreciation Night.  All 

families are invited to join us for a pasta dinner for the en-

tire family at 5:30.  We’d like to take this opportunity dur-

ing our celebration of Catholic Schools’ Week to say thank 

you to the people who make this all possible.  Thank you 

for sharing your wonderful families with us, and working 

with us to form these wonderful students.  We also have a 

State of the School presentation that we’d like to share with you, to update you 

on the nuts and bolts of how the school is doing.  We hope you can join us! 

Gym—Tennis Shoes 

Please try to send your students to school on PE days in (or with) tennis 

shoes.  We are currently having a problem with 

black scuff marks on the new gym floor that are 

extremely difficult to get out.  If we can have the 

kids wear sport shoes, it will be so much easier to 

maintain.  Thank you!   
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SLE of the Week: 

Sacramental Life and Liturgical Celebrations 

 

Our focus next week will be on partici-

pating actively in our sacramental life 

and liturgical celebrations. 

This includes not only attending morn-

ing prayer and Mass (both on Wednes-

day and on Sunday), it also means ac-

tively participating in it.  This includes 

actively listening, thinking about what is 

happening and why, and taking to heart 

what you learn from the homilies.  Make 

every day a day that you can shine the 

light of Christ for those around you. 

Weekly Family Prayer Corner 

As your children grow, to help strengthen our 

Catholic faith and the values of our traditions, 

we would like to offer a weekly family activity 

to build in your understanding and practices 

together.  This week’s activity:  Review the 

gifts of the Holy Spirit.  Ask your child which 

gift could help him/her overcome a problem 

s/he’s facing (e.g. knowledge could help him/

her understand religion class better, fortitude 

could help him/her persevere in trial).  Then, 

every night, during bedtime prayers, remind 

him/her to ask the Holy Spirit for an increase 

of that gift. 

Wisdom, Understanding, Counsel (right 

judgement), Fortitude (courage), Knowledge, 

Piety, Fear of the Lord 


