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Mission Statement:
Saint Joseph Catholic
School is a parish ministry
that teaches the faith, traditions and culture of the
Catholic Church as the
cornerstone of a solid academic foundation and virtuous character formation.
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7th Grade Biology
The seventh-grade biology class has been studying microorganisms. Using the science lab’s microscopes, the students carefully collected a sample from a flowerpot and placed 2 drops onto a
new slide. When they first looked in the microscopes they were surprised that they could see so
many different microorganisms moving around. Some were so surprised that they jumped back
away from the microscope thinking that something was swimming towards them! Students were
able to study the different microorganisms and describe and draw out their observations. Since
every slide was different, they moved to other students’ microscopes to compare attributes. They
enjoyed having a better understanding of what microorganisms look like and how they move.
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5th Grade—Shadow Day
As part of our fifth-grade shadow day, we had our fifth graders follow our 8th graders through
their classes, so that they would get an idea of what it was like to be a middle schooler. One of
those stops was the science lab, to study bubblology.
The students in groups of 5th Grade and 8th Graders were given 3 cups to put an amount of
water in and then the students add a different chemical in each one to determine which combination of chemicals would make the best bubble. Using 240mL of water in cup and in one cup they
put 30mL of Dawn liquid soap, another cup had the water, the Dawn, and 15mL of Glycerin, the
last cup had the water, and 15mL of corn syrup in it. The students used a pipe cleaner to form a
wand and dipped it in one of the solutions and tried to blow a bubble. The pipe cleaner did absorb quite a bit of the water/solution which made a little bit of a mess that was quickly cleaned
up. The students felt that the solution of water, Dawn and glycerin made the strongest bubbles,
the water and Dawn made the biggest. The least impressive were made from water, Dawn and
corn syrup.
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One Thousand Soles—Shoe Drive
St. Joseph Catholic School will be participating in the One Thousand Soles shoe drive. This is a
wonderful way for the families at St. Joseph to assist those students in need in our community.
In 2016 nearly 1,000 students in our community were homeless. Being a student can at times can
be challenging enough without the added stress of not having a home or a decent pair of shoes.
In 2012 several students at South Salem High School decided to assist the homeless students in
our community by putting together a shoe drive. These South Salem High School students noticed that the homeless students often times wore shoes that were falling a part or just did not fit.
What we consider a necessity, those students considered a luxury.
This year St. Joseph Catholic School is going to join in their efforts to help the homeless youths in
our community. Please donate any gently used shoes that you and your family no longer need.
Ask your friends, family and coworkers for any shoes they might we willing to donate to this
very worthy cause. All types of shoes are needed, tennis shoes, dress shoes, shoes that high
school students can wear to prom, etc.
The shoe drive will run from February 26th to March 9th.
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Pre-K—Science
Pre-K has been experimenting with Weather!
Leonora drops food coloring into shaving
cream floating on water. The food coloring
builds up and then begins to "rain" into the
water. This simple experiment helps young
minds understand how weather works. The
students build fine motor skills while they
manipulate the pipettes. They learn to take
turns, and wait for the results to happen.
Good, educational fun!
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Strategic Planning Update
The third of our series of Strategic Planning Committee meetings will be held in
the next month. These meetings will focus on finishing the immediate goals already set, and looking at the long-term
goals needed to sustain our future. All
meetings are open for any parent or parishioner who would like to come. All
meetings will take place on Tuesday
evenings in the seventh grade classroom
from 5:30 to 6:30. Thank you all for your
time and efforts!
 Finance Tuesday 2/27
 Enrollment Tuesday 3/6
 Facilities & Safety Tuesday 3/13
 Marketing & Development Tuesday
3/20
 Catholic Identity Tuesday 4/3
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SLE of the Week:
Next week’s SLE of the Week is: Develops
problem solving skills. For a St. Joseph student
that is:



Taking the time to understand word problems in math class.



What will happen if I change this variable
in science class?



How can I say this to make it more meaningful in writing class?



How can my friends and I talk about something difficult without hurting anyone's’
feelings?



How can I help someone in my family that
is having a difficult time?

Weekly Prayer Corner
As your children
grow, to help
strengthen our Catholic faith and the values of our traditions,
we would like to offer
a weekly family activity to build in your understanding and
practices together. This week’s activity: Help your child draw a picture of
a large tree with twelve apples on
it. Label each of the apples with one of
the twelve fruits of the Holy Spirit: Charity/love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, long-suffering,
mildness, faith, modesty, continence,
chastity.

