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Mission Statement: 

Saint Joseph Catholic 

School is a parish ministry 

that teaches the faith, tra-

ditions and culture of the 

Catholic Church as the 

cornerstone of a solid aca-

demic foundation and vir-

tuous character formation. 
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Middle School—Catapult  

This is our third siege engine this trimester, 
first we made a viking catapult, then a sim-
ple office supply desk-
top catapult. Currently 
we are working on a 
homemade version in 
the next size up, and 
looking forward to our 
Spring field trip to put 
together and test a 
much larger trebuchet. 

 

Math Fun—5th Grade 

In an effort to 

bring mathemat-

ics to life, Mr. 

Seim’s fifth grade 

spent some time 

building a math 

board game last 

week.  Students 

wrote math equations for classmates to solve in 

this cumulative review game. 
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NEW Chromebooks are here!! 

Thanks to the generous grants from the Salem Catholic Schools Foundation, St. Joseph middle 

school students are now one-to-one on Chromebooks!  Sixth through eighth graders now have ac-

cess to the digital world whenever they need it. Sixth graders will be writing a research paper about 

the Han Dynasty and Chinese culture, and comparing it to the movie Mulan.  Seventh graders are 

studying Ancient Greece and Rome, learning how to use split-screen apps to take notes from online 

sources. The seventh grade math class is compiling data from different websites to learn how to ana-

lyze and present large amounts of data to get your point across.  Seventh and eighth graders are do-

ing background research to collect data to design their science fair reports. 
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Accreditation Night 

All parents are invited to the cafeteria between 5:30 and 6:30 on Tuesday, April 17th to review and 

comment on St. Joseph’s Accreditation document.   The staff of the school has been working tire-

lessly for the past few months, conducting and reporting on a self study that incorporates our Catho-

lic Identity as well as helping to improve high achievement for all students.  All are welcome! 

Spirit Day 

Friday, May 4th is a Food Bank Spirit Day.  Students who bring in 2 cans each for the local Food 

Bank have the opportunity to wear jeans/shorts and a Star Wars T shirt (May the fourth be with 

you!).  If your student does not have any Star Wars clothing, please feel free to wear something 

associated with it. For example, a black shirt (space), with white polka-dots (stars, a galaxy), an 

orange/yellow shirt (the sands of Tatooine), or anything similar.  We are not asking anyone to 

purchase a shirt, or feel left out. We are trying to be good stewards of our community, collecting 

food for those who need help. 

Early Dismissal 

Friday, May 4th is also an early dismissal day. Students will be dismissed at 11:45 so that the 

teachers can attend an in-service.  This month, teachers are spending time getting some training 

in our new science textbook series. This intensely hands-on curriculum not only follows the Next 

Generation Science Standards, it also was designed by the Smithsonian Institute!  It is a fantastic 

way to turn our sparkling students into critical thinkers and problem solvers. We are excited to get 

going in this process! 
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Tuition Credit Challenge 

Are you a returning family next year?  Pull out those Ambassador Cards, and go find a friend!  Am-

bassador Cards work just like a $1000 coupon for next year's tuition.  If you can bring in a family 

who will register and pay tuition for next year, you get $1000 off your total tuition!  Don't delay, try 

it today! 

Weekly Prayer Corner 

As your children grow, to help strengthen 
our Catholic faith and the values of our tra-
ditions, we would like to offer a weekly fami-
ly activity to build in your understanding and 
practices together.   
 
This week’s activity: 

 
The Heart of Jesus is a symbol of God’s 

love for us.   Learn online about Saint Mar-

garet Mary Alacoque and the revelation of 

the Sacred Heart.  Search for an image of 

the Sacred Heart. 

 

SLE of the Week 

Recognizes and serves the needs of others with 
compassion.  This helps us strive for our virtue of 
Stewardship this month: 

 
 I can help people around me when they 
don't understand things. 

 

 I can help be a model citizen in the class-
room, to help the teacher and the other stu-
dents. 

 

 I can help my parents at home by doing 
my chores and being respectful. 

 

 I can try to understand the perspectives of 
those around me, and take their ideas into ac-
count. 

 
Working on this week's SLE can help to make us 

more thoughtful, caring people. 


