
The Pastor’s Keyboard—Msgr. Richard Huneger 
Fourth Sunday of Easter                         May 8, 2022 

     Today is Mothers Day. Let us be thankful for our own mothers: "Mom" and "Holy Mother Church." We 
continue to explore the 7th Commandment, and look at the 8th Commandment. The US Bishops have summa-
rized key elements of Catholic Social Teaching as follows: 
 
[Right to] Life and Dignity of the Human Person [from conception to natural death] - All people are sacred, made 
in the image and likeness of God. People do not lose dignity because of disability, poverty, age, lack of success, or race. 
This emphasizes people over things, being over having. 
 
Call to Family, Community, and Participation - The human person is both sacred and social. We realize our dignity 
and rights in relationship with others, in community. "We are one body; when one suffers, we all suffer." We are called 
to respect all of God's gifts of creation, to be good stewards of the earth and each other. 
 
Rights and [correlative] Responsibilities - People have a fundamental right to life, food, shelter, health care, education 
and employment. All people have a right to participate in decisions that affect their lives. Corresponding to these rights 
are duties and responsibilities to respect the rights of others in the wider society and to work for the common good. 
 
Option for the Poor and Vulnerable - The moral test of a society is how it treats its most vulnerable members. The 
poor have the most urgent moral claim on the conscience of the nation. We are called to look at public policy decisions 
in terms of how they affect the poor. [Not to keep them dependent, but to make them independent.] 
 
The Dignity of Work and the Rights of Workers - People have a right to decent and productive work, fair wages, pri-
vate property and economic initiative. The economy exists to serve people, not the other way around. 
 
Solidarity - We are one human family. Our responsibilities to each other cross national, racial, economic and ideologi-
cal differences. We are called to work globally for justice. 
 
Care for God's Creation - The goods of the earth are gifts from God. We have a responsibility to care for these goods 
as stewards and trustees, not as mere consumers and users. 
 
The 7th Commandment ("Thou shalt not steal"), and the 8th Commandment ("Thou shalt not bear false witness 
against thy neighbor") are two sides of a single coin, the latter being especially weighty. As Shakespeare's Iago says 
(Othello Act 3, Scene 3):  
 

Good name in man and woman, dear my lord, 
Is the immediate jewel of their souls. 
Who steals my purse steals trash; 'tis something, nothing; 
'Twas mine, 'tis his, and has been slave to thousands; 
But he that filches from me my good name 
Robs me of that which not enriches him, 
And makes me poor indeed. 
 

The 8th Commandment forbids lying whether in court (perjury) or outside court (calumny); it even forbids 
revealing truth about another's hidden faults (detraction), except in a defined need-to-know situation to help to 
avoid harm to the person concerned or to others. This commandment calls for reserve in speech, for keeping 
confidentiality of secrets (natural or committed, professional or sacramental), and even for a demur stance 
when others bring to our attention what we already know. It also calls for avoidance of flattery and of partici-
pation in gossip. It explicitly addresses judicial process, where life and death depend upon truth-telling, so 
necessary for mutual trust, the primary glue of all social relations. As St Thomas Aquinas said: it is impossible 
for men to live together without trust. If we return to the 7th Commandment, it is easy to see that a great part 
of the malice of stealing (of goods as well as reputation, and even in little things, by stealth through "deeds of 
darkness") is that it leaves people confused, fearful, and mistrustful in general toward one another as if all 
were "potential thieves." We all start locking each other out in so many unconscious ways. Such mistrust 
strikes at the corporate level at the first psychological development task which is the basis for building all 
other social capital in the individual (Erik Erickson: trust vs mistrust).  


